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The demise of American slavery in 1865 put black Americans in motion to an unprecedented degree. Freed slaves and their descendants migrated from the plantations in the rural South to destinations around the globe. Traveling in a variety of new roles -as missionaries, journalists, agronomists, scientists, athletes, performers, entrepreneurs and political activists -African
Americans gained international visibility, inspiring other oppressed populations in the colonial world to struggle for their liberation.
The contributions in this forum examine the cultural spaces and interactions that shaped the worldview of African Americans in the aftermath of the Civil War. Each of the articles reconsider the relationship between African Americans and the African continent. Adding to scholarly work that has sought to complicate Paul Gilroy's framework of the black Atlantic, contributors examine the creative work that shaped the African diaspora while also Butler's "innovative approach to space", the article insists that it is possible for mainstream films to acknowledge the cosmopolitan nature and transnational character of African American protest. This tension between Hollywood's historical tendency to produce narrow, nationallyfocused depictions of the civil rights movement and the impulse to provide more radical and geographically expansive representations of black protest can be seem in the relationship between Cecil Gains, the film's moderate protagonist, and his politically outspoken son Louis.
Despite its conciliatory tone, the film provides some leeway for a radical, transnational rereading of the civil rights movement, as Cecil ultimately joins Louis in protesting South African apartheid.
Taken together, these contributions ask whether it is possible to write a history of the black Atlantic and the U.S. South without reproducing the political and cultural hegemony of African Americans. By tracing the transnational politics of the American South, they show how Jim
Crow was bound up with histories of colonialism and imperialism. In addition to this, they argue that it is essential we recognize the agency of continental Africans when it came to
